CONFERENCE BRIEF

In an era where global concerns about environmental issues are at a peak as shown by the
current drive of high level business corporations and governmental bodies and international
academic institutions towards sustainability, Nigeria and indeed Africa has a role to play. The
deliberations at the last Climate Change Summit at Copenhagen attests to this.

Africa has become the focus of global deliberations and discussions in the international
environmental community because of its vast resources with a potential for degradation if
not sustainably managed, it’s potential to act as the global carbon emission sink with its
extensive tropical rain forest, its infancy at environmental models and therefore the potential
for environmental integration into governmental policies, business frameworks and systems
and community structures.

A principal challenge with the African continent as pointed out in several international
discourse is the lack of concrete knowledge and understanding of desired competence and
expertise in current environmental models and processes as well as the lack of access to
funds to drive these projects. These new and improved models cover the following relevant
environmental subject matters: Climate change, Waste Management, Renewable/Alternative
Sources of Energy, Environmental Economics & Finance, Environmental Auditing,
Environment and Gender Issues, Historical and Political Consequences of Environmental
Problems, Responses by African Governments, Environmental Laws and Ethics.

With a clear understanding of the functioning of the developed world where environmental
systems are well understood, research shows that in other to fully integrate environmental
awareness and enhance a green image of Africa, tertiary institutions in partnership with
industry should be a principal focus. Hence Dr. Akanimo Odon of Envirofly Group
(www.envirofly-group.com) and Dr. Sam Guobadia of Benson Idahosa University
(www.idahosauniversity.com), have founded an initiative known as ACADEMIA FOR GREEN
AFRICA (AFGA) - wwwe.afgainitiatives.org targeted at bridging the environmental gap in
Africa’s academia through a collaborative network and strategic partnerships with overseas
academic institutions, environmental bodies and providers of technological solutions.

As a result of this initiative, the first AFGA project was AFGA 2010, an international
conference which took place at the Benson Idahosa University, Benin City, Edo State in
Nigeria from October 19t to 21st 2010. About 100 participants graced the event including
the presence of three Nigerian Federal Government Ministers, Directors of Governmental
bodies, Senior Professors from Universities to mention but a few.

Also, a new publication titled African Environmental Perspectives Volume 1 has been put
together and is currently being Published in London, and this is a compilation of papers
presented, speeches made by imminent personalities that graced the AFGA International
Conference as well as technical papers.


http://www.envirofly-group.com/
http://www.idahosauniversity.com/
http://www.afgainitiatives.org/

AIM OF AFGA 2011 CONFERENCE

This conference with a theme of ‘Securing Foreign Interest in Developing Environmental
Comp et en c e has awiddrhngeiofoljéctives.

OBJECTIVES OF CONFERENCE

X

X

To discuss environmental challenges facing the African Continent.

To provide opportunity for the building of networks among a wide range of
international environmental experts, foreign investors and potential state government
partners.

Profiling of persons or bodies as partners for developing Environmental Competence
in Africa.

To provide opportunities for partnerships with Europe/African based environmental
firms and bodies to drive international funding in environmental projects.

To provide the opportunity for developing international collaboration with UK/African
Universities in driving scholarships, environmental programmes, short courses and
capacity building initiatives.

THEME: SECURING FOREIGN INTEREST TOWARDS DEVELOPING ENVIRONMENTAL
COMPETENCE IN AFRICA.

SUB-THEMES : - Strategic Partnerships, Capacity Building, Knowledge Transfer, Brain Gain,
Government Support Frameworks and Incentives, Environmental Research, Environmental Funding
and Investment, Environmental business and consulting, Training and Development.

SIGNIFICANCE OF CONFERENCE

X

The conference will offer a unique opportunity for scientists, professionals, policy
makers, regulators and other stakeholders to review developments in developing
environmental competence in Africa through strategic partnerships with overseas
bodies.

Participants will exploit the AFGA platform for networking, collaborations, and
partnerships with African stakeholders and to discuss ways of forging the African
continent ahead with regards to its environmental industry.

TARGET AUDIENCE/STAKEHOLDERS
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Media

Environmental Agencies in the UK

Heads of Government in Africa

Environmental Departments of UK Universities

International Environmental Firms

African Environmental Researchers/Lecturers/Doctoral Students in the UK
Foreign Investor Firms interested in Environmental Development in Africa
Environmental Training and Capacity Building Firms

Environmental related Professional and Accreditation Bodies

Vice Chancellors and Heads of African Institutions interested in developing their Environmental
programmes and competencies.



DAY ONE
8:00 -9:00
9:00 -10:00
10:00 - 11:15
10:05 -10:15
10:15-10:20
10:20 -10:30
10:30 - 10:40
10:40 - 11:00
11:00 - 11:20
11:20 - 11:50
11:50 -12:10
12:10-12.40

DRAFT PROGRAMME OF EVENTS

ARRIVAL AND REGISTRATION OF PARTICIPANTS
ARRIVAL OF SPECIAL GUESTS/SPEAKERS

OPENING SESSION

Introduction of the Conference Anchor, Debo Akande, Former Portfolio Manager,
Green Africa, British Council and House keeping

Welcome Remarks to Lancaster University by a Senior Member of Lancaster
University Management.

Opening remarks by a Special Guest, Bishop FEB Idahosa, President, Benson
Idahosa University and Host of AFGA 2010,

Welcome Address to the Lancaster Environment Centre by Prof. Kevin Jones,
Director, Lancaster Environment Centre, Lancaster University and Host of AFGA
2011.

An Overview by Dr. Akan Odon - CEO, Envirofly Group ‘AFGA - Developing
Environmental Competence in Africa’

COFFEE/TEA BREAK

TECHNICAL SESSION 1 (Government, Industry and Academia -
Bridging the Gap)

PAPER 1

Prof. Lawrence Ezemonye - Professor of Environmental Ecotoxicology and
Director of the National Centre for Energy and Environment, Energy Commission
of the Presidency, Federal Republic of Nigeria ‘The Challenges in Government,
Academia and Industry in Environmental Development in Africa - Mitigation
and Opportunities for Foreign Interest’

PAPER 2

Prof. Kevin Jones - Professor of Environmental Chemistry and Director of
Lancaster Environment Centre -'Strategic Partnerships for Environmental
Development - The LEC- Asia Relationship and its adaptability for Africa’

PAPER 3

Honorable Chinda Kingsley- Member of the House of Representative, Federal
Republic of Nigeria and Former Commissioner of Environment, Rivers State,
Nigeria ‘The State of Environmental Awareness in Africa: Challenges and
Mitigation from a Niger Delta State Perspective’



PAPER 4

12:40 - 13:00 Mr. Ian Ball - Dean of Faculty of Natural Resources, University of Dundee
‘Capacity Building in Africa Driven by Strategic Partnership - A Case Study of
the Dundee University-PTDF Nigerian Relationship’

PAPER 5

13:00 - 13.20 Dr. Engobo Emeseh - Lecturer of Environmental Law, Aberystwyth University,
Wales Sustainable Strategies for Tackling Africa’s Environmental Challenges:
The Case for Effective Regulation’

13:20 - 14:05 LUNCH BREAK
PLENARY SESSION

14:05 - 14:25 Prof Kirk Semple - Professor of Eco-toxicology and Associate Director of
Postgraduate Studies ‘Postgraduate Studies in Lancaster Environment Centre
- The Multi-disciplinary Model and Opportunities for Partnerships’

14:25 - 15:00 Launch and Review of the African Environmental Perspectives - Volume 1 to
be led by Debo Akande and Prof. Lawrence Ezemonye.

15:00 - 15:45 A Tour of Lancaster Environment Centre to be led by Prof. Kevin Jones and Prof.
Kirk Semple.

15:45 - 16:45 Postgraduate Research Student Presentations

16:45-17:30 CLOSING REMARKS AND EXHIBITIONS

DAY TWO

9:30- 11:00 TECHNICAL SESSION 2 (Developmental Interventions)

9:30 - 10:00 PAPER 6

Prof. William Davies (CBE) - Founding Director of the Lancaster Environment
Centre, Director of the Centre of Sustainable Agriculture, Lancaster University
‘The Sustainable Intensification of Agriculture and Food Production for
2050’

10:10 - 10:40 PAPER 7:
Mr. Andrew Street - Director, SLR Consulting -‘Environmental Consultancy
Approaches and Opportunities for African States - The SLR Consulting
Experience’

10:40 - 11:00 PAPER 8
Mr. Kenneth Cheung - Director, Beecycle UK - ‘Adapting Innovative Solutions

for Teaching Environmental Education in Africa’

11:10-11:30 COFFEE/TEA BREAK



11:30-12:00

12:00-12:30

12.30-1.30

1:30 - 2:20

2:30 - 4:00

2:20 - 2:50

2:50 - 3:10

3:10 - 3:30

3:30 - 3:40

3:40 - 4.00

4.00 - 5.00

5:00 - 5:30

5:30

TECHNICAL SESSION 2 (CONTD)

PAPER 9:

Honorable Braeyi Ekiye - CEO/Publisher, Environment watch Newspaper - A
Video Presentation and a paper on ‘Media Intervention in Developing
Environmental Awareness in African States'

PAPER 10:

Prof. Clive Thompson- Chief Scientist Alcontrol Laboratories UK and Board
Member, SCI - Bridging the Gap between Academia and Industry in the UK -
Lessons for Environmental Capacity development in Africa’.

BREAK-OUT SESSION - TWO WORKING GROUPS : CLIMATE CHANGE AND
WASTE MANAGEMENT

LUNCH BREAK/POSTER SESSION AND COMPETITION
TECHNICAL SESSION 3 (Working in Africa)

PAPER 11:

Prof. Robert Kalin/Dr. Jane Andrews - Director/Co-coordinator of
International Knowledge Exchange at the David Livingstone Centre for
Sustainability, Strathclyde University -'Interdisciplinary collaborations for
sustainable institutional capacity building - developing personal,
professional, institutional and regulatory friendships - A UK-Malawi Case
Study’

PAPER 12:

Dr Saskia Vermeylen - Lecturer, Lancaster Environment Centre - ‘Land rights,
customary tenure and agricultural reform in Sub-Saharan Africa’

PAPER 13:

Mr Debo Akande - Consultant of Sustainability Development and Former
Portfolio Manager for Green Africa, British Council. ‘Environmental Awareness
in Africa - Practical Case Studies in the Continent and Opportunities for
Capacity Building’

An Environmental Rendition By Award Winning Zimbabwean Poet and Activist -
Dumi Senda

COFFEE/TEA BREAK
INTERACTIVE SESSION

WAY-FORWARD ON AFGA to be led by Dr. Akanimo Odon and Dr. Sam
Guobadia

CLOSING REMARKS & DEPARTURE



